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Student Interview 
Functional Behavioral Analysis 

 
 
Student: ____Sally Jones_________________________   Date: ____10/14/12_____________ 
 
Interviewer: __Mrs. Potter____________    Relationship to Student: ___Algebra Teacher___ 
 
Ask the student the questions below. (These are just some questions to get you started – you 
should follow the student’s lead (if possible) to make this more conversational.) 
 
• What is your favorite class?  Why? 
I love math class. You (Mrs. Potter) are my favorite teacher. You really explain things so that I 
can understand math and I do well on my assignments and quizzes and that makes me feel good.  
 
• What do you like about school?  
I like Fridays in the cafeteria, they always serve ice cream. Chocolate is my favorite. I also like 
Mondays in the cafeteria. Mr. Myers, the assistant principal, gets up in front of everyone to tell 
them the announcements and he does the craziest things. It is very entertaining although some of 
his jokes are kind of lame. But I am always curious what crazy thing he will do next.  
 
• Is there a class that gives you more trouble?  Why? 
There aren’t really classes that give me trouble. I get bored in Chorus sometimes because we do 
so many warm up exercises instead of singing songs. I wished we sang more in that class. 
Sometimes I don’t like science class because Mr. Green makes me work with other students who 
aren’t always that nice or don’t want to follow directions on the experiments we are supposed to 
do. Same in Mr. Davis’s PE class…lots of kids like to cheat. I don’t think that’s good.  
 
• Tell me about your teachers? 
I like my teachers except when they take the sides of other students. That makes me angry. I don’t 
like Mrs. Curtis, my English teacher. She is super mean and just talks and talks and talks, but 
never says anything. I get everything wrong in her class but I don’t know why.  

 
 

• Is there something at school that is bothering you? 
Hmmmmmm.  
 
(Mrs. Potter [follow-up question]: I saw that you have had a couple of lunch detentions. Can you 
explain why you get lunch detention?) 
Well, it’s just that, well, I don’t really have anyone to sit with at lunch. Sometimes, I try to join a 
couple of kids and they always tell me the seat is saved or they say something mean to me. Other 
times, if I sit alone, students will walk by and say mean things like, “She’s such a loser that no 
one wants to sit with her,” or “She must not have showered again because she’s sitting alone.” I 
really don’t like when kids say things like that. In detention, you aren’t allowed to talk and 
everyone sits by themselves. I don’t have to worry about what kids will say and can enjoy my 
lunch.  
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• What was happening in your class right before you made the comment about your teachers? 
List them… 

Which class? I know I’ve said not nice things to you, Mr. Green, and Mr. Davis. Really, I say 
these things so I don’t have to go to the cafeteria. I don’t say them to the other kids because I 
know that will just give them something else to make fun of me or laugh at me. So, I say mean 
things to the teachers and ignore the students. I know I shouldn’t be doing that but I don’t know 
what else I can do.  
 
• Do you know what is expected of you in that class? 
 
(Mrs. Potter decides to skip this question) 
 
• Can you tell me what you were thinking right before you said the comment or acted out the 

behavior? 
I was thinking, this will get me lunch detention and I won’t have to sit in the cafeteria alone and 
be made fun of.  

 
• What happened right after your comment/action? 
Exactly what I wanted to happen. You, Mr. Green, and Mr. Potter all gave me lunch detention. I 
could go and eat my lunch in peace and not have to look at or talk to the other students.  
 

 
• How did that make you feel? 
I figure you are grown ups and don’t pay much attention to what we say, you just pay attention 
to what is right or wrong. I don’t hurt your feelings, so I feel fine about calling you names. I feel 
good that I get to sit in lunch detention.  

 
• Is there anything that is happening outside of school that is bothering you? 
 
(Mrs. Potter decides to skip this question because it seems that what is bothering Sally is 
occurring in school.) 
 
• Is there anything else you would like to share?  
Sometimes I don’t like coming to school. It can get kinda lonely. I don’t really have any friends 
to talk to and the kids can be kinda mean. I just wish we didn’t have to go to lunch. I would be 
fine eating before and after school.  
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